29o                         MADAME CURIE
president, when he opened the meeting, said very loudly to the
ushers:
"Let everybody come in, women excepted."
And an almost blind academician, a lively partisan of Mme
Curie, complained that he had very nearly voted against her,
with a false ballot which had been slipped into his hand.
At four o'clock the excited journalists rushed off to write
"stories" of disappointment or of victory: Marie Curie had
missed being elected by one vote.
In the Rue Cuvier her assistants, even her laboratory servant,
awaited the verdict with more impatience than the candidate.
Certain of success, they had bought a big bunch of flowers in the
morning and had hidden it under the table which held the
precision balances. Defeat left them stupefied. Louis Ragot,
the mechanician, his heart heavy, caused the useless bouquet to
disappear. The young workers silently prepared words of
comfort, but they had no need to pronounce them, Marie
appeared from the little room which served as her working
office. She was not to comment by so much as a word upon this
set-back which in no wise afflicted her.
In the story of the Curies, it seems that foreign countries were
constantly correcting the attitudes of France. In December the
Swedish Academy of Sciences* wishing to recognise the brilliant
work accomplished by the woman scientist since her husband's
death, awarded her the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for the year
. 191 r. No other laureate, man or woman, had been, or was to
be, judged worthy of receiving such a recompense twice."
Weakened and ill, Marie asked Bronya to make the journey
to Sweden with her. She also took her elder daughter, Irfcae,
with her. The child was present at the solemn meeting.
Twenty-four years later, in the same hall, she was to receive the
same prize.
Apart from the customary receptions and the King's dinner,
special rejoicings had been organised in Marie's honour. She
was to retain a delightful memory of one peasant festival, in
which hundreds of women, dressed in vivid colours, wore crowns
of lighted candles on their heads like trembling diadems.